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Maintaining th

Testimony

For many of us missions is about sending
money, and whilst that is important, it is

inadequate. We need to give something of

ourselves to our brethren in other lands

It seems to me that just sending money can well be, in the
long term, a hindrance to the gospel, as pe@ple become
dependent on money rather than on the Lord and building
relationship with their brethren in other lands. Thus we wish
to focus on ministry relationships overséas, as we do in

Australia.

Many of us will have the opportunity tq visit other nations
and leave behind something of the savour of Christ. Regular
teams have been going to India and th

years, but there is still opportunity to

I have just arrived in Melbourne ba
Indonesia. It was a good trip and I
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Praying for the mayor of Talisay city, Philippines

August 2009

and meeting people. I also spent quite a bit of time with
Isaac’s son Larry and got to know him well, which I think will
help us build for the future. Isaac re-iterated that he wanted
to be in relationship with us in BMi. I am hopeful they will be
able to come to our National Leadership Gathering next year.

In other news, John Dean has relocated to New Zealand (see
his story inside). Greg and Annette Phillips are heading off to
Vanuatu in October. John and Jenny Barnes are making a
quick trip to India in August to help set some matters in order
to facilitate the ongoing development of the work there. Peter
Frogley plans to visit the Abbotts in the UK as well as the
Murrills before going on to Africa to spend a few days with
Pastor Julius Macheusi in Kenya later this year.

Peter Frogley

Recent baptisms in Bacolod, Philippines
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Chrijst Special School was established in 1993 to provide for
th¢ educational, physical and spiritual needs of physically

disabled children in the rural area of Sankarapuram in the

tate of Tamil Nadu, India. It was started with the vision to
reach physically disabled children with Christian love. Itis a
residential school where boys and girls study from years 1 to
10. Most of the children are first generation learners from
very poor families. The school not only caters to the needs of
the children but also relieves their parents to engage in other
activities like full time work and care for other children. The
school operates with Christian ethos. Morning devotions and
scripture classes form part of the daily activity.

The school and boarding home is being run on faith and
prayers. Six teachers and three non-teaching staff have been
employed to take care of the children. Currently the school is
beikg run in rented premises but we have recently purchased
someé\and and have started to build a school/home for them
in a lovely rural setting. Though the government provides

grant for Roarding, it is not sufficient. Moreover the grant
depends on the government budget and over the years it has
been diminishing, The school maintenance expenses including
the teachers pay are met by the management. After the sudden
demise of Mr Starling Stigirtharal (founder and manager) in
2003 in a tragic road accidentit has become difficult to raise
donations. It was he who maintained contact with the local

1a0l to some other

people. As the efforts to hand over the s

Building site for Christ Special School and Home

organisation with similar vision has not materialised, the trust
members decided to continue the ministry and run the school
with the faith that the Lord will provide. As many of the children
are from Hindu background it is a wonderful opportunity to
reach the parents and their villages through these children.

House of the Rock Church Gisborne have gladly grown in our
relationship with our Indian brothers and sisters since first
visiting there in 2006 and we have seen the Lord provide
amazingly so that land could be purchased and now a
permanent building has begun to be built. A couple from House
of the Rock Church along with David Abbott from UK are
visiting with them in August.

We hope to see the building mostly completed in Dec /Jan
2010 when a team from Australia next visits.

Child sponsorship being subsidised by the government is only
$25 per month and staff support is $50 per month.

John & Jenny Barnes




East Afric

BMi East Africa continues to progress despite.eco-
nomic difficulties and some poor governmental
decisions. Bishop Julius and Christine are as always
reaching out into new territory with the gospel, but
are in need of regular support from Australian
churches to assist with transport and communication
problems. Peter Frogley will be visiting the churches
in Kenya in November and is looking forward to
spending time with leaders in planning and seeking
the Lord for the future of the church in East Africa.

The Bethesda Savings and Credit Association con-
tinues to be a blessing despite having been slowed
by the credit crisis. This crisis has more tragic effects
in poorer nations as they have little or no protection
against changes in financial markets. There is greater
need therefore for investments in the BMi SACCO
and we encourage our members to consider invest-
ing in this worthy endeavour.

Peter Frogley




Phih’ppﬂges

The increase of favour in the Philippines has recently added
to the work of the BMi churches‘on the island of Negros.
When Mark Crawford was there recently, Joe Chavez had
organized for him and several other legders to meet with the
mayors of three cities. During the meeting each of the mayors
discussed how BMi can help them in their\¢ity and how they
wanted to partner with us. They allowed the pastors to lay
hands on them and pray for them and their wogk. This was
also a ground-breaking time with meetings with Goyernment
officials such as the Bacolod City Chief Medical Offi

the Provincial Livelihood Program Director.
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The meetings also allowed for the advance work for the
Medical Mission Team which will be in Negros from the 22—
29t September, 2009. The team consists of Dr John Loewen
and Dr Chris Courtney from Phoenix, Arizona, USA; nurse
practitioner Ardene Ballonado from California; Annette and
Mark Crawford, Helen and Peter Atkinson and Felicity and
Ian Shepherd from Australia complete the team. The team
will be involved in consultations, treatment and education
amongst the areas where BMi has been working in the cities
of Bacolod, Talisay and Silay.

Mark Crawford

Opportunities

1. East Africa

REGULAR SUPPORT NEEDED

All of our national leaders, except Bishop Julius Macheusi in
East Africa, are in receipt of regular support from Australia.
We would like to encourage one of our churches in Australia
to support our African leader on a regular basis. Contact
Missions Office for details.

BETHESDA SACCO

Bethesda Savings and Credit Society is providing opportunities
to invest in the work of our churches and members in East
Africa. Deposits are interest-bearing (currently at 6%), so
investors can profit or choose to reinvest in the ministry in
East Africa. This secure initiative is a new approach to
supporting churches overseas and is highly recommended.

VISITS

Opportunities exist in East Africa for short—to long—term mis-
sion visits. Our churches would benefit from a visit from an
electronics/sound system whizz, building workers, dentists,
doctors, nurses and assistants. Short term visits of up to 3
months would be ideal. Be a blessing to the growing church
in East Africa.

2. India

Sponsors are needed for children and staff at Naioth Childrens
Homes in Rajahmundry, and Sankarapurm India. Sponsorship
is available for these two Children’s Homes for $35 or $20
per month.

The annual missions trip to Indian orphanages will depart
ing on December 27, 2009 and be for approximately 3
weeks™~¥ou will visit two orphanages and three dif

locations. Ther e opportunities for ministry, a
medical clinic and a varied skill-based program for the
children. Contact John and Jenny Barnes for more details.

Confirmation will need to be made by October 2009.

3. Philippines

Some of the needs in the Philippines churches are funds to
build a church on newly acquired land in Bacolod and for a
bus for Mission Possible children and the completion of the
campsite at Patag.

Trips to the Philippines are in planning stages and new
participants are welcome. Contact the BMi office for details.



Finances

Overseas Support

BMi International Office does not necessarily want all
giving to go through the office accounts. It is sometimes m
convenient to make direct transfers or take cash when visit-
ing. It is, however, helpful and indeed important for the BMi
office to be informed of monies going to BMi locations. This
helps ensure that your money goes to the right place and is
not doubling up on someone else’s giving.

Tax Deductibility

This is a reminder that we have explored tax deductibility
status for BMi and discovered it is very difficult to get tax
deducibility for overseas situations for the type of projects we
are usually involved in. Most people who are interested in tax
deductibility are either in business or have larger amounts of
money. Thus our advice, from the experts, is that the same
benefits can be achieved by setting up a Family Trust which is
able to distribute moneys effectively tax exempt. Such a Family
Trust also has many other benefits for families wanting to
make wise use of the moneys the Lord entrusts to them. It
may be wise to see your lawyer to set up such a Trust.

Contact

For more information on our international locations, on
making a visit to a BMi locations, or assisting financially,
please contact:

Melissa Janbergs

BMi International Office
200 Florey Drive
Charnwood, ACT, 2615
AUSTRALIA

Phone: +61 2 6529 3946
E-mail: info@bmi.org.au
W www.bmi.org.au

International Coordinator
Peter Frogley

P+612 6259 3944
F+612 6259 3945
E peter.frogley@bmi.org.au
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